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WHGN General Meade assurqed 
corqrqar\d of t^e firiT\y of tt^e Pc- 
torqac l^e found it iri tt^e i^idst cf a 
derqonstration on tl^e rear of Gene- 
ral Lee's arrqy. As popular report 
seerqed to locate \Y\e Confederates 
anywl^ere betv/een tl^e Potoii\ac 




and thje Susque^lanna. Gen. Meade 
deterrqined to advance tov/ard xl\e 
latter river, find Lee. and try con- 
clusions Witt) Y\iTt\. Hence xl\e 
nortt)eastv^ard inarcl) fron\ Fred- 
ericK City. 

But on (June 30 inforination 
carqe to tl\e Union general "Wl^icJ) 
induced ^li^n to rnodify l^is plans 
wiit)out, hiov/ever, abandoning tt\eir 




general iriter\t. Lee vs/as said to be 
conceritratirig, ar[d Meade drafted 
\^l\at is Knowr\ as t^e Pipe CreeK 
order — tl^e pithj of w^^ic^l "was that 
iriasiT\uch as ^is O'Wri arrqy was 
soniewhat scattered, should any 
one of his corps fir\d the erierqy, it 
was to prorriptly notify the others : 
and in such event all would slowly 





fall bacK to a defensive line along 
Pipe CreeK- 

The issuing of this order was 
so rnuch delayed that it was <July 
1 ere the corps generals received 
r. and all the indications are that 
It never reached General Reynolds. 

On the afternoon of SUT\e 30, 
General Bufcrd, with two brigades 
of the First Cavalry Division, oc- 



cupied Geiiysburg, ttie First Corps 
was ai Marsf] Ruq [ive iriiles souifi ; 
ar\d len rfjiles away at EirimeiiB- 
burg, ilie eievenrt) Corps was er\- 
caqped, TJiis wos tt^e lefi w;[ig cf 
the flririy of it\e Pcroiriar, for if|e 
Ttiird Corps t^ad been specially de- 
mctjed, arid was under direct orders 
frorri Seneral Meade. Tlje resi q] 
\t\e Union arniy was 
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Second Ccrps ai 
Third Corps at 
Fiftti Ccrps ar 
Sixihi Ccrps ar 
Twelfth Corps ci 
Gregg's Cav. Div a' 
Kilpalric'rtsCav, Div. 



Uriioptown, 
Brrdgepon, 
Union Mills, 
Ma ncliesier, 

Mancliesier, 



Ai ab>jut i!ie saiT;e irnie tfie pc- 

loriB cf itie Confederates -were 



McLa"Ws arid Hood ax Green^wood, 
PicKett at Cl^ambersburg, 

Early and Rodesat Heidlersburg, 
<Jot\risori at Scotland, 

HexY\, Perider, flqdersori, near Cas\\- 
iovir\, Stuart's Cav. near Hanover. 

In cornpliance withj orders fron) 
ariny hjeadquarters, thje First and 
Eleventh Corps on «^uly 1 began 
their rnarch to Gettysburg. How- 
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ard avers that hts instructions were 
to encarqp somevv^here near the 
tovvn : no one appeared to have any 
expectation of encountering the 
enemy. I rernerqber the rqarch 
vas very leisurely, officers and 
rqen corqforting therrjselves "With 
the cherries which grew in abun- 
dance by the wayside. 

And yet on the day before the 
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Confederates hjad beer) found in 
Fairfield : in th[e evening Wads- 
wortl^'s Division ^ad encountered 
xl\e picKets of tl\e enerny : Buford's 
dispatch is still extant, dated 10. SO 
p. rn. in "Whichj Y\e correctly locates 
t^e Confederates; tradition avers 
that Y\e \jas at Marsh Run late 
that nigh^ • cin^ General c^arqes A. 
Hall says h^ sav/ Y\\n\ very early 
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on <^uly 1, "before "we hitched up 
for rqarching." ^H^ heard Y\\tv\ in- 
vite Reynolds to Gettysburg to 
" feel the enerqy." 

The reports of the First Cav- 
alry Division in^i^ate that it was 
"about eight o'clocK " that rnorn- 
ing v/hen they found the enerqy 
sorrie three rqiles west of Gettys- 
burg, and advancing on the town 



Buford says " betweer^ eighit aT\d 
r\irie. ■ Tl^ey n\et tl^e advaPiCe of 
Hetty's Cor\federate Divisicri, ar\d 
x\\e battle tt^er^ and xl\ere begaq. 
It "Was a very unequal struggle. 
two srqall cavalry brigades agair\st 
a Confederate infantry division, 
but Buford l^eld on until Reynolds 
appeared followed by Wadswcrthi's 



DiMsicn, v»hich| seeins cf opinion 
tl^at It arrived about ten o'clocK- 

ll\e Confederates \\ad crossed 
Willoughby Run whien tl\e two bri- 
gades of the First Division of th[e 
First Corps, t^astily forrning, rushed 
forward. Mereditl^'s ct^arge in th^e 
woods resulted in tl^e capture of 
General Arc^,er and rqany of i\is 
rrien : but Cutler. th|ouct\ first tc 



Cipet) [ire, was compelled to retire 
(oword Seuiiriary Ridge. 

li was at itje coinitier|cenierit 
of flSeredirlj's ctiarge ih°' General 
ReyriOida was KiHeiJ. arjd Ifie ronj- 
n\ai\d. -writi ail lis responsibilities, 
passed to Ger,eral Ilcubleday, Plar; 
o] batUe ttiere seeiTiS to tiave bceri 
norie; before reactiirig itie field 
Reyiiolda arid WadEWortfi tjeld n 
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hurried coriaul'aiiori in the tc-^jn as 
to wliett\er to figlii tliere hetiirid 
barricades, or advorioe toward the 
Scniiriary Ori tfie field all ilie or- 
der Doubleday received was tlie 
Bidiple indication -You liold on lo 
ib.ot road [Fairfield] and 11) tiold 
on '0 ttiis" [Caslitown]. 

Mean^h l2 ilie eneqy [jad 
laKeri advar^tage of i[ie partial re- 




tirerqerit cf Cutler, and essayed a 
flariK rqove \Ji\\\ Davis' Mississippi 
brigade. Thiis Was ct^ecKed by xY\e 
Sixxi\ Wiscorisiri, ar,d iriaqy cf t\\e 
brigade "were captured. 

Cutler re-established his lin^ ; 
the Third Division carqe or\ the 
ground ar)d tooK pcsition south cf 
the Charqbersburg road : Rcbir\- 
sorj's Divisicq. also arrivirig, halted 





at the Serfiir.ary, but soc^ after 
rqcved r,crth ar,d occupied as far 
as the Muinrqasburg road. 

Heth"s Division, "Which had 
thus far borne the battle on the 
Ccnf^derare side, was re-enforced 
by Perders four brigades; and 
Redes, v,hc had turned aside in re- 
sponse tc Hill's entreaty, t\o\^ be- 
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qaT\ to deploy vv'esr o} t^,e Carlisle 
road. 

Rodes' first attacK, vb,ich| was 
rqade by tl^ree of h)is brigades, 
fared badly. Iverson was practi- 
cally aT\r[i)r[i\a\ed, arid Daniels and 
Rarriseur received roughi h|ar}dlirig. 
There seer^s to l^ave beer) son\e 
difficulty vvit^i O'Neal's brigade 
"Whlichj to quote Redes' report " wer^t 



■^ 


t^ 


■■■ 


■■^ 






4 


- 








1 


1 


.- 






■# 
• 










1 












1 
i 

4 








* 


! 

I 
1 

i 












. ■ - 





^ 



ir^tc action iq scrqe confusion, d^A 
withj only rt\ree of its regirqents." 

Th,e rerqaining brigade, Doles', 
"Was protecting t^e open ground 
north) of th,e tovvn, in expectation 
of Carly's arrival. 

On th^e Union side tl^e Eleventh) 
Corps cn^ General Howard had put 
in an appearance. T^e latter, after 
forrqally assurqing coinrnand of t^e 




field, appears to \\a\e greatly 
busied t\in\self , about t'wo iT|iles \t\ 
xY\e rear of x\\e fighitirig, "Witl^ ^wl^at 
l^e is pleased to style " reconrjoi- 
tririg;" \Y\e forrqer \jas divided 
— one division "Was left ot\ Cen\e- 
tery Hill, and \\\e ott\er two ad- 
vanced t^lroug^) the tovb'n witl) an 
intent of rqaKinQ cl junction vithi 
tt^e First Corps. 
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'TV^e Eleven' Jl Corps reports 
are so very contradictory thjat one 
is puzzled to average t^leir asser- 
licns. Cven in so sirqple a rqatter 
as vwhjicl^ division first went for- 
"ward t^,ey are unable to agree. 

Sch.urz and Howard aver tY\ai 
th,e Thjird Division advanced astride 
thje Carlisle road, and t^)at th,e First 
Division forrned on t^^eir righit ; but 
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iri reports frorq tY\e T^lird Division 
we find xY\erT\ clain\ing tt^at thjeir 
advance was to rally a stai^pede 
of tY\e First Division I Tf^e report 
of Battery G, Fourth U. S. Artillery 
is sadly affected v/ix\\ th\is spirit of 
contradiction, for Lieutenant Ban- 
croft says l\e posted l)is left section 
on t^)e " soutl) side of tl^e YorK road, 
near tl^e poor-y^ouse," wt\ile t^e of- 




w- 



[icer r:,rrjrr;andinG thiC seciicn as- 
sures us t|e was a rqile nortt)West 
of tf^at building. Neitl^er position 
is recognized on th\e official inap. 

Be tt)is as it rqay thiey all agree 
in one irerri — eacl^ a\ers tl\e ot^\er 

ran. 

SchiUrz adrqits tl^at h,is Fi s: 
Division "could not be rallied " a 
\\asty interview witl) part of Early's 
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trocps seerr,s tc have prc\ei tec 
rquch\ for tfie red crescer.t. 

RT\d tl^e Third Division prcrnpt- 
ly fled before Doles' sKirrnishers; 
General Howard says th,is division 
vy/as T^e first to give w-ay and led 
tl^e retreat. 

Tb,is v/hclesale abandcr.rnent 
left the First Corps in perilous 
pliaht ; to add to t^eir perplexity 
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the Cif'.erth Corps i:c:itcric-F ^".n 
CeiTieiery Hill now cpened on therq. 
Howard's rhanKfulness that " for- 
Tunately r.otcdy on our side was 
Kiile-d by ihis fire " is characterisMc. 
V/i:h both flanKs in air, the 
enerny pouring in on their rear and 
pushing their front, there \%as btt 
ere thirg \Y\e First Corps rculd do, 
an:i that it did — retreat. SK:rting 
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t\\e "Westerly edge of thje to^wn i^ 
readied Cerqetery Hill ar)d tt^ere 
sl^o^wed so bold a front t^^aT €arly 
tl)OUgl\ very anxious to assault, 
v/as overruled by Ewell ; ar\d \Y\us 
x\\e battle of July 1 closed. 

The Confederates fraqKly ad- 
rqit l^eavy losses, and thjere were 
sad gaps rqade \t\ \^e Union line. 

T^^e 147tt) New YorK, out of 




S60 talxeq into the actior,. lest in 
Killed and wounded 207. 

The 24th Michigan tooK in 496 
rqer, and reports in Killed and 
wounded 316. Four color-bearers 
were K'H^d. 

There were few if any regi- 
iT,ents in the First Corps that could 
net show a loss of fi[ty per cent. 




Doubleday says T^ie corps lo^K in 
8200 and brought cut 2250. 

Tl^e staTerT\er\t of losses iri thje 




c I" th.e Tv.elfrh Cirps, scrrie rr.iles :ri 
rear cf th.e field.'' 

Th,ere v,ere 26 regirnerts iq 
I be Firsr Corps, ard t^ese contend- 
ed ^^^^ 54 Cor.federate regirqents. 

Ir The tv-'O divisions of t^e 
Eie^eritb Corps t^ere Vr-ere 17 regi- 
iTierts, 20 Confederate re:irr,erts 
prcniptly r..uted thierr;. There is 
rqeasure cf excuse fcr th.e severi 



regiirieriis in ?Iie Firsi Division, 
■wtiicti were assailed by arxteeq 
fegiqerita of Corifederaies ; but 
itial itie leri reginierits o[ 'he TJiird 
Divisiori stiould have fled before 
ilie four regiitierjIB Twlitcti coniprised 
Doles' Georgia brigade is n)aiier 
r|oi so readily ccr|dcr|ed, 1 saw 
witli THY own eyes, qear Itie Col- 
lege, ilie sijcKed giiria cf a brigade 
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~- c:lcra jui'led arid resiir.g cri the 
bayorieis — and frorn oil surround- 
ir^ga it[ere was but oi\e solutiori, — 
itie rtfiT] t\ad fled, leavirig tlieir iit|- 
f.edllT|erim as a prey for tlie erieiny, 
Pcssibly itiese were itie 1500 fugi- 
lives Trjeritioried by Gep. Harcof^'s 
rf|,ef-o[-siatt. 

fl; MO on it-\ai aflert)con Gen- 
Meode ordered HancocK lo proceed 



10 ilie frtrii arid " assilnie cctr;iT;ori'l 
(if the corps tfiere asseribled." 

Ill *lis official report Ha^icccK 
eays, "at tjjree p. n^. I arrived at 
Geitysburcj aqd assurqed ih,e ccti|- 
iriai|d. Ai Ihis iirr,e it,e First ai)d 
eievejlTli Corps were renrlrig itiro* 
trie towri, closely pressed by itie 

lri fiia teaiiiriony, Mdrcti, 1864, 
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he re-Gffirms 'hts. adding. "Gen. 
Howard was on Ceir,etery Hill, and 
Itiere (jad eviden'ly been 01 dt- 
terrp' Oi\ his pari to stop ar\d forrq 
Bcrr.e of h'S troops itiere," 

In Deceniber, 1876, t\e said, 
" tlje tir.e of my arrival OTi Icefield 
wos ncted by iT|yctiief-of-a!o[f arid 
oit-.er sioff officers, ar,d 1 oni well 
assured i^oi I fixed it quite ocpti- 
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burg □' a \ery rapid nair, aqd — 
deeply in^pressed as T \jas Willi 
ilie tinpcnanfe o\ H.e duty iTitrUsl- 
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ed 10 me, Willi Reynclds kiljpd, nqd 








10 uriderstnnd <\}at 1 wosted no iin-,e 
upor) 'h^ road." 
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It was by iQhirg ad\ar,iage oj 
11)19 quesiio^ of tinie — trinsing up 
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^tsrorj-s ir.ucti earlier l^or "s oci- 
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UQl arrivol.and prcloriging '^^ f>°'- 
Tie ofter rt t>od reoUy ceased — iliai 
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General Hcword wos atle to mo He 
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itie seTTitlarice c-f a case for Hini- 
5elf nr.d his corps, and to be inrlud- 






[-'' 








1 






ed in "l^ resolution of Congress 
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ir;anK''",g sundry officers for tfieir 
GerMces on that nistcnc field. 
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In realEty b,e did n^'^li'sg QiTl 



























(115 irodpE djd less : \jt\a\ [igfi' was 
niade was ix\ade by Buford'a cav- 
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alry ai\d itje Firsi Corps : wtiile the 
Beleclion of Cenietery Ridge as itie 
rollyirig poirii for r^e flrniy of tlie 
Potcrtiac unquesiioiiably was tlie 
WcrH of Geiieral HarcocK, f lio ar- 
rived OTl the field clollied by Gen- 
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eral Meade Vilttj full ouihcniy lo 
Ill's very er\d. 
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Il WOE iHe "Superb ' scldier 
who gnihered up i!ie broHen 
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Birands on ilie dfierncori of July 
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1, ar,d ihus rendered subsequerii 
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Listeii t[j his own glowiiig ser- 
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lef.res, vjritien iri 1876 oa a reply 
!(-, ttie Munchousen narrative itieq 
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put fcnh by Gerieral Hovuard, 
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■■ Had Geiiysburg gone ogairisl 
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us insieod of crowning cur arnis 
wiih a great success, fev; would 
corrie forward lo claini rlie respot)- 
sibiliiies at\d possible r?risures of 
itiLse anxious l]Durs. , . . Rs Tt^e 
(errible coriiesi ot Geiiysburg re;)- 
irlbUiEd jri IIS results probably 
iriore tbari any oi^er battle of the 
y/ar lo tlie rfioirtenonce of i^e 
Union iri its irjieari'v, so, far above 
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private inieresis i,r iridividuol rep- 
UTaiicrF, rises ihe great renowri 
wt,!! or, tfiar field by ttie grand old 
Hrmy c| ine Pomrtiac.'' 
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repori Ttiai cii^e liglji 12-pouqder 
gun was raptured froni this corps 
tiri duly 1 ai Geiiysburg, No guris 
were captured by tfiis ccifps." 

HoviQrd'a repon, August 31, 
1B63. " ! ani conscious of ari tiio- 
biliiy tC( do Justice to tl^e operoMona 
of the First Corps," 

C&iniTierit would seetri to be 
unriecesaory. 



Lest the foregoifig sfiould be 
judged too severe pii Geii. Howard 
atld the Eleveritti Corps, 1 oppcnd 
a few extracts froiii official sources, 

Hov^ard to Buirerfield, duly 1. 
1863, 10 p, in, " In itie two corps 
we have lost one piece ot artillery,-' 

Captain Lewis Hechmaii's re- 
port. Baitery K, 1st Ohio Lighl Rt- 
iillery, duly 28. 1863, ■■ I [ell bacK 
through 'he town, leaving 'wo 
pieces in ih^ hoi^s of the enerriV-" 

Schdrz to Buiierfield, HugUsl 
27,1863, "i ho^e ihe hofijr lo 
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